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Introduction
The project that I chose to study was “My House.” I chose
this topic because I have heard so many cool things about
our house and I thought how awesome it would be to
learn more about it. My house has always been a family
home but it also had some businesses and fun events in
it. My house is known by “the locals” as “The Old Sweet
Estate” and “Bayberry Hill.” I wanted to know why, and
that is why I chose this topic to study.

The Ownership History
The very first people who owned our house were
Archibald and John MacGillivray. Mr. Archibald was the
one who built the house in 1870. The MacGillivrays were
farmers and ran “Green Hill Farm.” They owned the
house between 1870 and 1886. Hugh MacGillivray also
owned the house between 1883 and 1886.
The next person to own our house was Donald
MacKinnon. Mr. MacKinnon owned the house between
1886 and 1889. He was a Master Mariner. William Fraser,
who was a farmer, owned it between 1889 and 1897.
Frank Gerrard and James Brophy owned the house
between 1897 and 1905. Mr. Gerrard was a farmer and
Mr. Brophy was a merchant. They managed a lobster
factory together at Cribbon’s Point in 1890. Mr. Brophy
owned the house between 1905 and 1916 and then
Thomas and Margaret Brophy between 1916 and 1927.

Donald MacGillivray was a policeman and owned the
house between 1927 and 1935. John James MacNeil
owned it between 1935 and 1939. Mr. MacNeil was a
retired farmer. Between 1939 and 1949 Michael Mitchell
owned the house.

Mrs. Florence Sweet bought the house in 1949 and
owned it until 1968. She was an Innkeeper and caterer.
The 1985 “Inventory Site Form” (from the Antigonish
Heritage Museum) says that “the Veteran’s Land Act”
owned the house between 1968 and 1970. Jim and Barb
Lerikos bought the house in 1970 and said that they
bought it from Bill and Evelyn Spencer. They said Mr.
Spencer was a car salesman and Mrs. Spencer was an
antique collector “par excellence.”
Carl and Margaret Brown bought the house from the
Lerikos’ and owned it between 1989 and 1993. Mr.
Brown was a doctor. He delivered babies. Paul and
Gillian Price owned this house between 1993 and 1999.
Mr. Price was an eye doctor and Mrs. Price liked to paint.
Devon and Kim Yuill owned our house for only 8 months,
between 1999 and 2000. He was an investment planner
and she was an artist.
My parents bought the house when my mom was
pregnant with me. They moved in in April 2000. I was
born in August 2000.

The General Store
The “right side” of my house was built circa 1870 by
Archibald MacGillivray. It was built across the road from
where it is now. It was a General Store and Post Office
between 1887 and 1916 when James Brophy owned the
house and served as the local Merchant.
“The country store was a vital institution in rural areas
where trips into town were rare. The owner supplied food
and goods as well as credit and communication. Gossip
was traded over the counter or alongside the cheery fire
in the wood stove … In most rural communities, the store
also housed the post office. James Brophy’s store at
Morristown, which he operated from 1987 to 1916, served
a dual purpose as a general store and post office”
(Stanely-Blackwell & MacLean, 2004, pp. 92).
Brophy’s Store Interior,
Morristown c. 1911
Left to Right:
K. MacGillivray,
O. Cameron,
J. Brophy,
H. MacIsaac,
and J. MacDonald

The Big Move
Mrs. Florence Sweet used to own Crystal Cliffs which she
ran as a Resort. She sold it to the Department of Mines
and used the money to buy the land where Bayberry Hill
is now located. She bought our house in 1949 and moved
the old store that was across the dirt road to her land to
its current location to. In the early 1950s Mrs. Sweet built
another addition on to the left side of the original house.
She also added a covered porch across one half of the
back of the house.

 Bayberry Hill after addition

 General Store after move
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The Bayberry Hill Inn
Mrs. Sweet named my house “Bayberry Hill.” She didn’t
use the house in the winters because it wasn’t winterized.
In the summers, springs, and falls, she ran the house as
an Inn and gathering place for special occasions. David
Sweet said that she hosted “wedding breakfasts,”
anniversaries and birthday parties. “She was an amazing
cook and caterer.” She also “cooked on a wood cook
stove and had the best steak ever.” He said that “she also
hired many local women to help her with her businesses
and special occasions.”

Photos courtesy of David Sweet

The Artists
Carl and Margaret Brown owned the house after Jim and
Barb Lerikos. Mrs. Brown said that she liked to make
rugs. She was a weaver and made her rugs on a loom.
My mom also makes rugs … she crochets them.
Paul and Gillian Price were amazing at art work. They
painted many paintings and hung them all over the
house. They would invite people to see their art work
and people from all around would come and visit the
“Bayberry Hill Studio.” I also like to paint and draw,

The Yuill family only owned the house for about 8 months
in 1999-2000. In that time she painted the mudroom and
our exercise room in murals.

The Entrepreneurs
Jim and Barb Lerikos were entrepreneurs who owned and
operated many local family businesses including the
“Lobster Treat,” “The Wheel,” “Marks Work Warehouse,”
and the “Coastal Inn.” Their family and children, Tommy,
Angela and Paula also used to work with them.

My parents, Jeff and Deb Vossen, work at St. Francis
Xavier University but are also entrepreneurs. They have a
small home office at Bayberry Hill. They used to run a
fitness center called “Simply Fit.” Now they have a rental
property business called “VProp Investments.”

The Major Renovations
Jim and Barb Lerikos purchased from the Spencers. They
converted the back porch into a mudroom and dining
room. They added an enclosed back entrance to the
basement as well as a small studio for Mr. Lerikos to play
his drums. They also added a main bathroom upstairs.
The Browns added French doors off of our Great Room. It
was used as a sunroom. They also added a front porch.

My parents redid the upstairs main bathroom and added
a combined bathroom and laundry room downstairs “to
help with toilet training” when my brother was a baby.
They also had to rebuilt the front porch.

The Grounds
Mrs. Sweet loved to make rock gardens. She had lots. She
also added ponds for frogs and goldfish. She built a white
picket fence in the front. Behind the house was famers
fields and you could see the ocean really easily. There
were also some fruit trees planted as well as some very
beautiful wildflower fields.

Bayberry Hill’s gardens were featured in “Better Homes
and Gardens” when it was owned by Bill and Evelyn
Spencer between 1968 and 1970.
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Jim and Barb Lerikos added a barn/garage!

Paul and Gillian Price added a small log cabin for their
daughter Megan to play in.
My Dad added a play structure and rope bridges to the
yard. My parents were sad to have to remove the picket
fences that were rotten when they moved in. They have
recovered many of the gardens outside and built a lot of
rock pathways and rock gardens. The farmers fields are
all gone and now there are a lot of trees .

Little Known Facts
Dr. Brown said the “house is crooked.” My Dad says he is
right, “there isn’t a square corner in the house.” The
Browns said that the first nesting Mockingbirds in the
county lived at our house.
Jim Lerikos said that Mrs. Sweet’s antique gold-leaf mirror
(now painted white) and map table have stayed with the
house. He also said that there was no insulation in the
house when they bought it. He had to strip the house
and add 4 inch pink insulation plus 1” Styrofoam. He said
it was a “heck of a job.”
Mr. Lerikos knew some stories about previous owners.
He said Buddy Sweet (Mrs. Sweet’s son) stripped and
refinished (with an angle grinder) the Great Room walls
which were covered with wallpaper when the house was
moved from across the street. He said that Errol Flynn (a
movie star) stayed in our house when it was an Inn.
Barb Lerikos remembers a knock on the door one day
from members of the MacGillivray family asking if they
could see the house. One was born in our spare bedroom
and remembers looking through the floor vents to watch
the square dances and ceildhs.
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