Interview with: Allan Adams
Date of Birth: Dec. 1st, 1938
Allan has lived in Cape George all his life, except for the six years he spent in
Hudson Bay. As a child, he lived at his parents’ place, which is next door to where he
lives today. His parents’ names were Alec Adams and Ella (MacPhee) Adams. He was
the oldest of fourteen children. He went lobster fishing with his father when he was 13
years old and today makes his living by fishing. When he became old enough, Allan
started to work in Hudson Bay, where he made enough money to get his own gear
which he bought from a local fisherman.
Allan has many memories of growing up in Cape George. On Christmas day, his mother
would have two settings for dinner because their table wasn’t big enough to hold his
whole family. The oldest members of his family were fed first. He can remember having
two siblings on either side of him, waiting to take his seat when he was through. At
Halloween, they used to travel very much the same way as today, from house to house.
He also remembers playing tricks on people by removing gates. Easter was a very
religious times for his family. Allan remembers having to go to Antigonish by horse and
sleigh or wagon for Church services. Church picnics were held at the end of summer,
when church would close for the winter. Allan never played cards much, and neither did
his family, but he does remember there being a lot of card parties to raise money for the
school or PTA.
Harvest was in the fall. Allan’s family always had enough grain to feed forty head of
cattle and three horses. Gardens were usually planted with the necessities like potatoes
and turnips. His father would plant extra crops of potatoes to supply the workers at the
saw mill in the woods from the 40’s to the late 50’s. They used kelp and mixed it with
manure to make fertilizer. They also used shells from the lobster factory. They would
spread the shells on the land to let them dissolve over the winter. There was an
abundance of wild life. Allan can remember seeing a great many deer, fox, and moose.
He remembers one moose that came and stayed with his father’s cattle in spring. There
were also a lot of family rabbits. Allan’s family never hunted, but during the winter, they
did a lot of trapping. His family never owned a gun in their house.
There weren’t a lot of dances, but Christmas concerts were popular. Lakevale, Cape
George and Livingston’s Cove would all have Christmas concerts. He remembers going
to them all. They were a source of entertainment. They didn’t have a lot of school
picnics at Cape George. He does remember attending Sunday school at the church
around 2 PM for about an hour each week. Young people used to play hockey in the
winter. They would play around the docks in Livingston’s Cove, or at the pond at the
back of the church. The pond was called “Lenny’s Pond” because it was on Lenny
MacPhee’s property.
The only weddings Allan would attend were family weddings. The wakes were held at
home because it was too far to go to town. One of the hardships he remembers is the
forest fire in 1947 which lasted from August 11th- September 16th. It took a lot of timber.
His favorite memory was when they got power at their house in 1948. It was helpful for
the women since they wouldn’t have to have to go outside to carry water. The trail by
the school used to be part of the old road. There weren’t as many trees as there are

now. The brook by the trail always had water in it, and never went dry, even during the
fire of 1947.
Allan attended a small school in Cape George. One of Allan’s classes held 43 students.
The teacher’s desk was the captain’s desk from the ship, the Emperor of St. John’s.
They used to walk a half miles to school. They would come home to eat lunch which
was about one hour long.
They used to get their groceries from the Co-op which was in Ballantynes Cove. Mr.
Roberts was the manager. They got their milk and vegetables off the farm, and they
would get their soap and baking supplies from the store. They got most of their clothes
from catalogues. They also got hand-me-downs. When they worked, they bought their
own clothes in Antigonish.
They used to go to town for the doctor. They didn’t go too often. Allan’s mother always
went to town to give birth. She never went to the mid-wife who lived in the area. The
mail was delivered by a mail carrier. The post office is still standing across from Ken
Nielsen’s. The road to town was quite rough. In the winter it was covered by snow and
in the spring it was full of bogs.
Allan and other boys used to make their own toys like carts and hockey sticks. He used
to buy baseballs and bats. What could be made instead of bought would be made. Allan
used to listen to a lot of radio except during the years when radio was banned. He
remembers an inspector would come around to make sure they weren’t listening to
radios. Allan misses the good ol’ days. He said the work was harder, but now there are
a lot more pressures that weren’t around during the good times.

