Lauraine Ann (Livingstone) Doyle
Date of birth: June 24th, 1950
Lauraine has lived in Cape George all her life. She is the fourth of seven children.
Lauraine’s parents were Albert Francis Livingstone and Mary Margaret Fraser of Cape
Breton. The house that the family lived in is still present today and dates back to the
early 1870’s. It was built by Albert’s father, John Livingstone. John was married to Mary
MacDonald, sister of Sadie MacDonald (Boyd) who was married to Jim Boyd. They had
a son Myles Boyd whose family still reside in Cape George.
Francis Albert was born on July 10 in 1914. It is unknown where and he was later
legally adopted by John and Mary around the year 1917 and his name was changed to
Albert Francis Livingstone. Lauraine once overheard her father telling someone that he
came from Halifax and it is supposed that Albert’s parents were killed in the Halifax
Explosion on Dec 6, 1917. Albert had a very good education for the day after he
finished school. He moved to Antigonish and lived at the Bethany and worked for the
nuns and went to school until grade twelve. After this, Albert was in the Seminary for
one year to become a priest, but decided against it and left. He became a cook on the
railroad and later moved to Halifax.
It is known that there was another child in the Livingstone house, a girl by the
name of Edith Cavell MacNeil. She was never officially adopted, but was a foster child.
It is believed she came from Cape Breton she left the Livingstone home around the age
of twenty and moved to Halifax and then to Montreal. She later died and was buried at
the Holy Rosary Cemetery in Cape George.
While living and working in Halifax, Edith became very good friends with Mary
Margaret Fraser of Nevada Valley, Inverness County. Mary was working in Halifax as a
seamstress. At this point in time, there were many sail boats in Halifax and Mary worked
in a factory making the boat sails. It was through Edith, that Albert met Mary and they
began to date. Albert was 29 years old when he and Mary were married. They were
living in Halifax at the time and were about to buy a store on Mumford Road in Halifax
when word came that John Livingstone had passed away. This left Albert’s mother
alone in Cape George. So Albert and Mary moved back to Cape George to live in the
Livingstone home.
The Livingstones had a small regular farm with three horses named Dolly,
Queenie, and Nelly. They had cows, chickens, pigs, and turkeys. The turkeys were sold
in the fall for such things they couldn’t grow like tea and sugar, tobacco, flour and
kerosene. Money was also made by selling the sow’s piglets. Lauraine remembers ar
one time, two of the sows having piglets at the same time and there being almost 40
piglets. Albert would sell them to buy things they needed.
Albert and Mary had their first child, John, in 1943, then Mary Cavell in 1945,
Lauraine in 1950, Gerard in 1952, Donnie in 1953, and last but not least, David in 1955.
But before any of their own children came along, Albert and Mary had two foster
children of their own. Wilbert James Lowney, and Margaret MacIntosh. It’s believed that
these children came from the Little Flower Orphanage in Sydney, Cape Breton. Wilbert
was nine years older than the oldest Livingstone, John, and stayed at the Livingstone
home until approximately 1950 when he took part in the Korean War.

Margaret also left the Livingstone home and was last heard of to be living in Montreal.
She has since died.
When Lauraine was five years old, she developed pneumonia and spent time at
the hospital recovering. When she returned home she was to return to school but her
mother, Mary, decided that she did not want her walking the other 2.25 miles to school
with the rest of the children. She decided that she would ride the school bus to school
instead. Lauraine’s godparents, Mary and Jimmy Delaney (parents of Pete Delaney)
were also very concerned. Jimmy drove the panel school bus at the time and Mary was
the teacher at Lakevale school. Jimmy Delaney picked up Lauraine and drove her to the
Lakevale School where her god mother was the teacher. She attended this school until
Grade Two. In Grade Three, she returned to the Cape George school house which, at
that time, had a bus to drive the children to school. Lauraine remembers the children in
her class at Lakevale to be Gary MacNeil, Donnie Wallace, Catherine Kennedy, and
Johnny Peters. When Lauraine reached Grade Six in 1962, the Lakevale School that is
standing today was opened. After finishing sixth grade, she attended Saint Andrew
Rural High School in Antigonish. That school closed in 1996 and later burned down.
A great tragedy occurred in the Livingstone home on July 4, 1960. Mary
Livingstone was killed in a car accident, leaving Albert alone to raise seven children.
Albert’s mother had died just a few years before. Lauraine remembers her mother’s
wake because it was held at the family home. Mary Livingstone was killed on the way to
town and her body was taken to MacIsaacs’ Funeral Home and then returned to the
Livingstone home. It was at this point when the Livingstone home was turned upside
down. Albert was forced to find ways to help take care of the children and this often
meant having to leave them alone for weeks at a time while he went to New Glasgow to
work. He also had a job in a pulp mill for one dollar a day. The memories Lauraine had
as a child were much happier. Before her mother died, she explains it as “after my
mother died life changed. It was like opening a new book, nothing was the same.”
On Christmas Eve, they went to church at midnight. Lauraine remembers Albert
talking about getting the horse and sleigh ready around 10 to go to church.
With seven children in the house Christmas morning came very early and all of
the children would get up early and get their wool stockings to check what was inside.
Lauraine remembers having animal candy, ribbon candy, oranges, apples, and
sometimes, if they were lucky, grapes. They did each get one or two very small toy the
Christmas her mother was alive, but not after that. Christmas dinner was cooked by
Albert. When she was younger, Lauraine remembers much more snow and at one
point, looking out and only seeing the top of the car visible out of the snow.
Easter was a simple time. They would each get a toy; A skipping rope for the
girls, and a ball for the boys.
Lauraine does remember going to Sunday school one summer. Every day for a
week in the summer, the children (Lynda, Margaret, Edgar Angus Bond and her brother)
would walk to the Lakevale School and nuns from Antigonish came down and taught
them about God, the Bible and Catechism. At school, Lauraine remembers having
games in the school year; like races and such. She even remembers having a pretend
election where all the schildren voted either Tory or Liberal as a part of their Social
Studies class. Lauraine also remembers one day in school, when she and a group of

other kids crossed the road to get some apples off a tree and the teacher, at the time,
slapping their hands with a ruler.
They always had gardens with potatoes, beans, carrots, turnips, and peas. They
grew mostly everything that they ate. They didn’t spend much time with flowers. If you
couldn’t eat it, it wasn’t planted. But if they did plant flowers, it would be flowers that
didn’t need much attention and would come back every year. Hollyhocks, Rose bushes,
mock orange were very common old favorites.
Albert wasn’t much of a hunter, he never did. They think he just couldn’t bring
himself to shoot something. The Livingstone kids did try their hand at fishing in the
brook; of course it was never that successful because they didn’t have the equipment;
just a hook, a string and a washer for weight. If they were lucky, they caught a trout, but
they were seldom anything you could plan a meal on.

